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OuR Heritage



Why low car neighbourhoods?



We are shaped by our environment



Policies for place over movement are becoming 

more important

2008
2011

2016



Does Scottish planning policy promote 
sustainable travel choices?

Yes:

25%

Maybe:

58%

No:

17%



Practice beyond policy?

Commissioned by Carplus Bikeplus and Living 
Streets Scotland and funded by Transport 
Scotland 

First phase – desk-based research project, 
May 2017 ‘Low car neighbourhoods in 
Scotland’

Second phase – case studies, March 2018 

‘Progress on low car neighbourhoods in 
Scotland’



5 locations, post 
2011

Mix of size, density, 
tenure type, phase 
of development

Post-Designing 
Streets

Award winners

Not urban infill 

Chapelton, 
Aberdeenshire

Whitfield, 
Dundee

West Pilton 
Crescent, 
Edinburgh

Winchburgh, 
West Lothian

Dalmarnock, 
Glasgow



Are we delivering healthy communities?

Surveys – post, online & door-to-door

Street audits

The Place Standard Tool

Brief survey of planners 



What do residents want?

Home size was the most 
important attribute.

Parking and transport are 
only one factor amongst 
many in terms of 
importance for home 
buyers





Getting it right?



Do new developments meet residents expectations?

Poor condition of local 
pavements and footpaths

Parking arrangements for 
visitors are deemed 
inadequate

Not let safe for children to 
play in the street or walk to 
school

West Pilton, Edinburgh



Whitfield, Dundee

“I walk my daughter to school but it’s dangerous down there due to the sheer 
volume of cars in an area not designed for a) the levels of cars and b) the number 
of kids now at the school.” “no pedestrian crossings in the area.”

Traffic 
dominance 
and lack of 
safe 
crossings 



Roads and 
parking in a 
residential 
monoculture

Winchburgh, West Lothian



Winchburgh a 

balanced 

community?



West Pilton Crescent 

“I sometimes use my wheelchair 
to go across the road to the 
shops. 

If I use the crossing I end up on a 
section of road, a junction, 
without a pavement. It’s not 
great.” 

Communities for everyone?

West Pilton, Edinburgh



Pilton: New 

development, 

good location 

poor 

implementation



Communities for all ages 

“even with school 
crossing patrols cars 
will still try to sneak 
round.” 

Whitfield, Dundee



Whitfield: car 

dominance and 

a lack of safe 

well maintained  

streets



Athletes' Village, 
Dalmarnock

“...needing shops as ice 
cream van doesn’t sell 
everything and Tesco is too 
much of a walk for disabled 
and elderly”

Facilities to support sustainable travel 
choices 



Promoting sustainable choices?
Winchburgh

“Winchburgh Village is ideally located for 
those commuting to work with 

Edinburgh Park and Livingston, 
Edinburgh City centre only an 8 mile 
drive14 miles away and Falkirk 15 miles 
up the road. For those international jet 
setters or London commuters Edinburgh 
Airport is only 7 miles away.

But for those commuting, as the song 
goes, things can only get better –
Winchburgh Village has conditional 
planning permission for a rail station, 
park and ride and dual Motorway 
junctions allowing you to readily head 
east or west.”

Chapelton

“Designed to be pedestrian friendly with 
an open sign free environment and with 
garages to the rear, there is nevertheless 
great road links into Aberdeen and to the 
south. Set between the A90 to the East 
and the AWPR Fastlink to the West there 
is a regular bus service. Aberdeen and 
Dundee buses stop at Chapelton’s Park 
and Choose and residents can take 
advantage of a free Dial-a-Ride service.

We are developing an integrated public 
transport operation for residents. A Park 
and Choose facility will provide early 
residents of Chapelton, as well as those 
living in neighbouring communities, with 
regular sustainable transport by bus to 
Aberdeen and Stonehaven.” 



The good practice bit! 

People space Not traffic space



Chapelton vs. Winchburgh

Chapelton Winchburgh



Place Standard



Best for sustainable transport choice?



Barriers to travel choice
Lack of local shops in walking distance (Athletes’ Village)

Basic maintenance (West Pilton Crescent, Whitfield)

Limited bus services (Athletes’ Village, Winchburgh)

Missing cycling/pedestrian infrastructure (West Pilton Crescent, 
Winchburgh, Whitfield)

No car club (Athletes’ Village, Winchburgh, Whitfield, Chapelton)

Information about walking/cycling routes and shared transport 
(Winchburgh, Whitfield)

Car culture / ownership – (Chapelton) 



Learning from mistakes?

Does your 
council 
evaluate or 
monitor 
planning 
consents post 
build?



1974 – 2018 Limited evolution?



1970s or 2010s Infrastructure 



Beyond communities by spreadsheet

Most developers wont’t 
give an ***(1) or a ***(2) 
about the Place Standard if 
they have paid too much for 
the land (and they almost 
always do!)

(1) IRR (Internal Rate of 
Return)

(2) NPV (Net Present Value)



Best practice on travel choice
1. Households with access to good bus routes are less likely to 

need/own more than one car

3. The majority of people would use their car less if public 
transport, walking and cycling infrastructure improved

3. Basic infrastructure - from shops to pavements and crossings -
are missing in major developments. This impacts travel 
behaviour and quality of life

4. Plan neighbourhoods so car clubs are viable via balanced 
mobility profiles

5. Provide or build near local shops 



Best practice on policy
1. Move from ‘must’ rather than ‘should’ on 

supporting active travel choices

2. Set specific mode share targets / car ownership

3. Mandate car club bays in developments over a 
specific size

4. Tariff schedule for developer contributions for 
infrastructure 

5. Use the place standard to understand context and 
facilities

6. Revisit and learn from residents experiences (repeat 
place standard ?)



Towards a new era?“The quantity of shops, 

although gradually 

increasing over the years, 

never reflected the size of 

the populations they were 

meant to serve … The 

infrequent and relatively 

expensive bus services from 

each estate to the city 

centre failed to service their 

needs.”

Paice, L. (2008), ‘Overspill 
Policy and the Glasgow Slum 
Clearance Project in the 
Twentieth Century: From One 
Nightmare to Another?', 
Reinvention: a Journal of 
Undergraduate Research, 
Volume 1, Issue 
1, http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/
go/reinventionjournal/volume
1issue1/paice

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/go/reinventionjournal/volume1issue1/paice


Take the 15 Minute Sustainability Test



This is Scotland, there is hope!



Progress on low car neighbourhoods in Scotland

Carplus and Bikeplus 
www.carplusbikeplus.org.uk
Scotland@carplus.org.uk
@carplustrust /@bikeplusbike
www.facebook.com/carplus.trust

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3750/progress-on-low-
car-neighbourhoods-in-scotland-phase-two-finalcompressed.pdf

Living Streets Scotland
www.livingstreets.org.uk/scotland
@LStreetsScot
Tel 0131 243 2646
www.facebook.com/livingstreetsscotland


