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Scotland’s climate is warming and we are facing 
more extreme weather and rising sea levels. 
Limiting global warming to 1.5ºC will require rapid, 
far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all 
aspects of society. More work is urgently needed to 
prepare the personnel, the systems and the 
facilities of the NHS, as well as other institutions 
involved in healthcare, for the implications of 
unavoidable climate change. This session will 
consider what NHSScotland is currently doing to 
assess the developing impacts of climate change, 
and what more needs to be done to ensure we are 
properly prepared...
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Why adapt?

UK Health Alliance 
on Climate Change 
urged ministers not 

to “wait for 
disaster” before 

acting.

• British health systems 
'unprepared for devastating 
effects of climate change' 
The Guardian 16 March 
2016

Leading health bodies urge 
ministers to be ‘properly 
prepared’ as extreme weather 
events such as flooding or 
heatwaves become more 
common
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There is alarming evidence that important 
tipping points, leading to irreversible changes 
in major ecosystems and the planetary climate  

system, may already have been reached or 
passed.
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Impacts on Health and Social Care Systems –
High Risk

• Flooding and high 
temperatures pose the 
greatest risks to people 
and the greatest need for 
action in the next five 
years. 

• These risks interact 
across multiple levels –
communities, buildings, 
health systems and 
individuals 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/UK-CCRA-2017-Scotland-National-Summary.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/UK-CCRA-2017-Scotland-National-Summary.pdf
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Climate change adaptation for the health and 
social care system is two-fold:

• Climate change could negatively impact the physical and mental 
health and wellbeing of the UK population. The health and social care 
system needs to be prepared for different volumes and patterns of 
demand.  

• Climate change could impact the operational delivery of the health 
and care system. The system infrastructure (e.g. buildings, 
communications, emergency service vehicles, models of care) and 
supply chain (e.g. fuel, food, care supplies) need to be prepared for 
and resilient to weather events and other crises. 
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UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 2022

• Ch 5 risk of climate 
change to the health and 
social care sector

• Barriers identified e.g. lack 
of knowledge / awareness 
of local impacts, need 
mandated action

• Better communication of 
climate risks is needed for 
managers and frontline 
staff 
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What have we done?
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Understand climate risks and prepare action plans 

Climate Change Risk Assessment and 
Adaptation Planning 
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Work in partnership

Progress to date

NHSScotland
Scoping Report 

Impacts

Flood Risk 
Assessments 

c250 sites

Health Board 
CCRA’s

CCRA and 
Adaptation 

Planning Tool

Guidance, 
Training and 

Support

Multi-Agency 
Approach
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CCRA and Adaptation Planning Tool for 
Healthcare Assets
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Climate Change Risk and Vulnerability 
Web-based GIS Assessment Tool
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Prof. Richard Kingston 

University of Manchester

University of Manchester
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Angus Petite

JBA Consulting

JBA Consulting
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What’s next?


