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Widest health inequalities in W. Europe



Public Health Reform – the actions

The Health and Social Care Delivery Plan 
(2016) describes three related national 
reform actions:

• Establish national public health 
priorities

• Create a new national public health 
body

• Enable a joined-up ‘whole-system’ 
approach to public health



Public health priorities
Vibrant, healthy, safe 
places and 
communities

Early years

Good mental 
wellbeing

Alcohol, tobacco 
and drugs

Sustainable, 
inclusive 
economy

Food, physical 
activity and 
healthy weight



Public Health Scotland

Data and 
intelligence

Health 
improvement

Health 
protection



A ‘whole-system’ approach



http://housingandwellbeing.org/

Housing – the 
bedrock on which 
we build  our lives 

and reach our 
potential for 
health and 

wellbeing across 
the life course.



Quality

Affordability

Diversity

Adaptation







Poverty & life expectancy: UK cities





Scale of the problem



Unsuitable housing

Tolerable Standard
• Is a "condemnatory" standard. In other words, it is 

not reasonable to expect people to continue to live 

in a house that falls below it

• 2% of all dwellings (or 39,000) fell below the 

tolerable standard in 2016

• If you consider each dwelling contains on average 

2 adults and 2 kids

• That equates to roughly 78,000 adults and 

78,000 children living in housing that should be 

condemned and that will impact their health.





Housing contribution?
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Shelter Scotland 
estimate that Scotland 
requires at least 60,000 

affordable homes

Supply, quality and affordability



Homes and communities



• Informing national policy (e.g. LHS Guidance, JHPDG, HIIA 
50,000 new homes)

• Networking and coordination (e.g. faculty of homelessness and 
inclusion health, Scottish Health Promotion Managers Group)

• Reconnecting housing and public health (e.g. ScotPHN work, 
series of regional events)

• Facilitating access to relevant data (e.g. ScotPHO)

• Continuing to build and disseminate the evidence linking 
housing and health (e.g. homelessness, housing and health 
inequality briefings)

• Training and developing staff (e.g. learning programme for front 
line NHS staff)

Health contribution



• Public health in Scotland is reforming and place and 

communities will be at the heart of that.

• High quality evidence that housing is fundamental to 

health and wellbeing

• Housing and homelessness are significant public health 

issues

• The housing sector have a hugely significant part to play 

To summarise
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