
Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Will Cover ….

1. National Planning, Delivery & 
Governance

2. Local Implementation Headlines 
across Scotland, UK and Europe

3. Improvement Plans for the Tool



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

1. Community & Organisational Leadership
2. Role of Legislation, Policy & Strategy
3. Workforce & Community Capacity
4. Higher & Further Education Learning
5. Public Awareness & Proactive Delivery
6. Equitable Application across Communities
7. Improvement – Evidence of What Works
8. Funding & Awards Criteria

Local, Regional, National & International

8 Outcomes & Indicators
2018/19 Update



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Leadership

• All 32 LAs and both National Parks 

have appointed a place standard 

lead(s).

• Concept of an individual Community 

Champion for each LA on hold. 

• Place Standard Lead for key national 

& regional organisations to be 

developed.



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Legislation, Policy & Strategy

• Focus on how the Place Standard may support elements of 

the Planning Bill, particularly on the development of Local 

Place Plans (LPPs).

• The Planning Minister referenced the potential role of the 

Place Standard in developing LPPs when giving evidence 

to the Local Government and Communities Committee and 

the Finance and Constitution Committee.

• LPPs have come under particular scrutiny through the 

parliamentary process and the role of the Place Standard in 

supporting this area will continue to be developed. 



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Workforce & Community Capacity

Place Standard Learning Resource

• 4 Modules (self-directed or facilitated)

a) Introducing the Place Standard
b) Developing your (assessment)plan
c) Putting your plan into action
d) Results, report and next steps

• Learner guidebook & supporting presentation slides.

• Templates to complete (leading to final assessment 
report).

• Case studies.

• Activities to work through



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Workforce & Community Capacity

• Piloting phase (concludes July 2018)
• Gathering /analysing user feedback
• Amending/adjusting learning resource
• Quality assurance (2nd round)
• Available September 2018

Additional Evidence Resource 
under consideration and for 

development in 2018/19 

Place Standard Learning Resource



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Higher & Further Education

Glasgow University Undergraduate Learning -

Community Development

1. Train the academics and students session – June

2018

2. Activ8 course mandatory - 50 hour requirement to

work with communities.

3. Opportunity to build a Scotland wide community

network with local people to apply and train others to

use the place standard tool.

4. Gather and share baseline and follow up evidence of

some our most deprived areas.



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Communications

• New Place Standard Website - 2018-19.  

• Translations have been completed in Urdu, Polish and Simplified 

Chinese.  Arabic version to be progressed.  Braille available and Audio 

Version on Soundcloud.

• BSL versions of video case studies now available on the Place Standard 

YouTube Channel

• Place Standard Twitter launched 5th September 

2017 now has 790 followers. 

• Plans for a 2 day international conference have 

now commenced.  This will coincide with the 

launch of the improved place standard in 

summer 2019.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJf5VU1R5Jt4OT2DLMipav6QghpsZbf55


Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Funding & Awards

• Community Links Plus – Now embedded 

into funding criteria

• Big Lottery in Scotland - workshop with the 

management and operational teams 

organised for 29th June 2019.
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Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Other News

Scotland’s New Public Health Body 

and Place 

More to follow ………….



IMPLEMENTATION



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?DELIVERY HEADLINE

Increased Application continues



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Application – Where in Scotland?

Based on 27 Area Returns up to May 2018

AREA No AREA No

Aberdeen City Council 7 Highland Council 5

Aberdeenshire Council 27 Inverclyde Council 5

Angus Council 5 Orkney Council 1

Argyll and Bute Council 1 North Ayrshire Council 6

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 3 Perth & Kinross Council 1

Dumfries and Galloway Council 2 Refrewshire Council 1

Dundee City Council 8 Scottish Borders Council 2

East Ayrshire Council 3 Shetland Islands Council 2

East Dunbartonshire Council 2 South Ayrshire Council 1

East Lothian Council 1 South Lanarkshire Council 5

Edinburgh City Council 6 Stirling Council 4

Falkirk Council 1 West Lothian Council 14

Fife Council 8

Loch Lomond & Trossachs

National Park 2

Glasgow City Council 6 TOTAL 129

At Least 16,000 People



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Application – For What?

Based on 91 of 100 Recorded Applications May 2018

May 2018

32%

17%
12%

8%

9%

22%

LOIP/Locality Plan Development Local Development Framework

Training/Awareness Raising Local Development Plan

Masterplan Local Place Plans

19%

20%

10%11%

14%

26%

November 2017



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Not all the figures!

• Recent review of online data
• Over 4,000 Tools Started
• 65,000 individual data entries
• Reasons included; -

• Training, 
• Local Authority/Municipality Use, 
• Developers, 
• Schools, and 
• Buying a house!



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Around Scotland - a few examples

Renfrewshire Community Planning Partnership

Local Outcome Improvement Plan – Online 

Questionnaire

• Overall, 773 respondents completed the place standard

tool.

• 68.6% (530) of the total responses were collected through

the online questionnaire in English.

• This proved to be the most effective way to engage with

high volume of residents over the short period of time.

• The surveys were available in English and Polish language.

Renfrewshire CPP worked closely with Renfrewshire Polish

Association to translate surveys & it results into Polish

language.
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West Lothian - Stoneyburn Locality Plan Steering Group

Moving Around 

“Kids can’t cycle to the high school as the roads are dangerous” 

Traffic and Parking 

“Issues with the Community Centre and NHS car park.  Parent use it 

during school runs”

Public Transport 

“Buses stop running around 3 to do the 

school run So if you go to a place, you 

can be stuck there until the service is 

back on” 

Play and recreation 

“Cycling is where the village is lacking.”
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Standards for Community Engagement
Stirling & Aberdeen City Councils

Mapping Findings onto Local Policy Frameworks
Aberdeenshire Council & A&DS – Portlethan.  

“Great engagement from Community Council and local 

businesses” and “great commitment from the council to follow 

through”.

3-Day Pathfinder - Prompted a wide range of initial local 

initiatives from: -

• ASDA car park improvements to

• Pop-up cafes in isolated parts of town to

• New spaces for people to meet and regenerated local 
centres.



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Around Scotland - a few examples

Falkirk Locality Planning

Grangemouth, Bo’ness’ and Upper Braes villages

Method - On-line, Community focus groups and Schools workshops (540 responees)

Key Learning

• The visual nature and plain English used within the standard are plusses,

• The structure of the standard helps focus groups and workshops,

• The standard was very successful with young people,

• We found that the standard lacked the ability to record sufficient information on equalities 

characteristics

• Local people reported duplication within the standard and that 21/2 hours was too long to 

complete the standard,

• We needed to simplify the standard for children with special needs.

Next Steps

• Reducing the standard to 7 categories

• Simplifying the scoring to a scale of 5

• Ensuring that the required equalities information is captured at the start;

• Developing an on-line version of our new tool on Citizen Space;

• Doing more targeted planning to ensure that we have a balanced consultation across different 

age groups; and

• We won’t call it the Place Standard bearing in mind we have changed it.



Local Development Plan Engagement

using the Place Standard Tool

Place Standard Leads Gathering

27th February 2018

Julie Robertson
Planning Officer 

Development Plans and Regeneration Team

Dundee City Council 



Impact 
Local Development Plan 1 – Main Issues Report 

Consultation Coverage



Impact 
Local Development Plan 1 – Main Issues Report 

Consultation Coverage
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Architecture & Design Scotland 

Case Studies 

1. Planning at a Local Authority Scale (Shetland 

West Dunbartonshire and South Lanarkshire)

2. Planning at a Local Authority Scale – Argyll & 

Bute focus piece

3. Planning at a City District Scale (Edinburgh  Old 

& New Town Areas, Leith and Dundee)

Four more similar series to follow over the next 

couple of months:

4. Planning at a Settlement Scale

5. Planning at a Settlement Scale – North Ayrshire 

focus piece

6. Planning at a Neighbourhood Scale 

7. Planning at Site Scale

Case studies 1-3 available at www.ads.org.uk week 

beginning 11th July 2018

http://www.ads.org.uk/


Beyond Scotland … 

WHO European 
Healthy Cities 

Network

Edinburgh
September 2017
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Workshop 

3rd May 2018



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Beyond Scotland - Europe

• WHO Healthy Cities - Copenhagen Consensus of 

Mayors, Adopted by Summit of Mayors 13 

February 2018. “Healthier & happier cities for all”

• People, Places, Participation, Prosperity, Peace 

& Planet.



Beyond UK – European Region

WHO European 
Healthy Cities 

Network

Antalya
April 2018
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1. Kaunas, Lithuania

• Survey in 11 Kaunas Neighbourhoods.

• Plan - 1079 people

• Online questionnaire response 668 people to date.

2. Netherlands via Maastricht University Health Promotion 

Department part used in spatial planning development 

surrounding Maastricht Railway Station.

3. Eurohealthnet Funding - Macedonia (Skopje) & Latvia 

(Riga) - City Test Sites – broader roll-out.

4. Research study in Cyprus (PhD Student). Greek Version.



Beyond UK - Netherlands

Sas Van Gent
Summer 2017



De Leefplekmeter – Utrecht May 2018 
2018LAUNCH



De Leefplekmeter – Utrecht May 2018

“Sneak preview of the Dutch 

Version of the Place Standard 

… made my geographers 

heart beat happily!”
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Place Standard Improvements

• Engagement & Feedback – Summer 2018

• Analysis & Report Late 2018

• Improved Product Early 2019

• Launch Summer 2019



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?STEERING GROUP

Sandy Robinson Scottish Government (Chair)

Shruti Jain NHS Health Scotland (Lead)

Kat Hasler NHS Health Scotland

John Howie NHS Health Scotland

Review Lead Officer NHS Health Scotland

Peter Kemp NHS Health Scotland

Johnny Cadell Architecture & Design Scotland

Etive Currie Glasgow City Council

Irene Beautyman Improvement Service

Petra Biberbach Planning Aid Scotland

Jonny Pickering Glasgow City Council

Tony McGuinness West Dunbartonshire Council

Paul Vaughan Fife Council

Russel Jones Glasgow Centre for Population Health

Fiona Garven Scottish Community Development Centre



Thank You

nhs.healthscotland-
placestandard@nhs.net

mailto:nhs.healthscotland-placestandard@nhs.net

